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FOR. THE. 


Church of Seorland | 


AGAINST 


. RONAGES: 


WITH 


Fe REASONS for Relieving os from 


Them, and Repealing the Act made in the 
Reign of Queen 4 in the Year 1712, Where- 
by PAT! ONAG ES were reſtored. 


And full AN SWERS are made to 1 
 OBJxzcTIONS. 


To which i is annexed that far ou | Paper, of 


og The SEASON ABLE WakxixG of the Commiſſion. 


of the General Aſſembly, concerning the 
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egg Sl 2 N DE R CRU DEN, at the 
Bible and Anchor under the Piazzas of the Re 
Exchange in Cornbil. M DCC N e 
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Danger of e in the Exd of Queen Ames . | l 
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er; inſomuch that ſeveral of our Ping 


well known -by her Books o. 


Afembl 
_ _Tains ſeveral” Things which the Church de- 
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INTRODUCTION. 


AT RONA GES, or the Power of 
F fingle Perſons,” to Preſent and no- 
mmmate Paſtors to vacant Con as 5 iT 
8 : _ tions, have been always re 

the Church of Scotland, as a heavy Grieyanc 
Aud have been frequently 3 8 of by 


* 4 750 . f- 9 24 by N 


and Parliaments have been moved to e 
Her of thax Burden. Soon after the . 
tion, frequent Remonſtrances were wade by 
the Church of Scotland, againit Parrona 
and her ſettled $entiments about ther 


'I 3 


are 
"Diſcipline, 
compiled ſoon "after her Reformation from - 


Popery; ; and particularly from the ſecond 


which was agreed to in the General 
y. 1378, The twelfth Chapter con- 


of the 8 
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« tions, and obſerved without Interruption, „ 


e ſo long as the Church was not corrupted 
ee by Antichriſt, we deſire to be reſtored and 
4e Stein nd Within this Realm; ſo that none 
« be intruded upon any Congregation, either 
« by the Prince, or any inferior Perſon, 


e without lawful Election, and the Aſſent 


'« of the Peo ple, over whom 1 Perſon is 
e placed, as Practice of the-Apoſtolical 
e and Primitive Church, and : Order 
5 ER ay 5 
8 And hecaule, RU Order. which? 'Goc 
. word craves, cannot ſtand. with Patrona- 


.* ges, and Preſentation to Benefices, uſed 


"« inthe Popiſh Church; we deſire all them 
„ who. truly fear God, carnefſtly to conſi- 
Nee: der, that for ſo, much as the Names of 


7 Patrona ges and Benefices, together with 
'<« the Effect thereof, have flowed from the 


5 Po e and Corruption of the Canon Law ; 


« only, in ſo far as thereby any Perſon was 
Ki intruded, or placed over Churches, hav- 

e ing Curam Ani marum. And for ſ much 
= as that Manner of roceeding Jas no 
17 ground i in the word of God, but is con- 
Ii; 


trary to the Lame, and to the ſaid liberty 
6e of ] lection, it ought not no to have place 
<< in this light of Reformation. And 
1 fore, whoſoever will embrace God's wa | 


ee and defire the kingdom of his Son Chriſt = | 


D 2 to be . will alſo emj- 
race A. receive that EP os and orders. | 
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e which the. word of God and upright: e- 
33 Kare of. chis Church crave; otherwiſe, 
4 it is in vain, that they. have pe ** 
4. «© ſame.” 
And in theſe Books. of Diſcipline, it is 
| ſeveral rimes declared, That no Per ſons ou a 
to be. intruded into any Ecclefi 2 0 
contrary. to -the... Will of. the. ee, 
40 whom. "they . are appointed: And in con- 
1 ' .of- 40 Sentiments, our 9 
EIOT ers from time to time, 0 425 
to ee + Parliament, for relief 
Fatronages; 3. becauſe they were 1 
ved in BOON of 36 þ e of Congre- 
Whigs: ve hw, þ 
The. Kt deed, got ſeveral Provi- 
fon edey. | x a 40 . ot p 
rure, ., again uſes of Patro 
but f nd . inſufficient to e e 
end, the General Aſſembly proceeded to 
make ſeveral Acts, for bein the Abuſe 
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f of Patronages, and particul Jy, for; Fan 
ö ing violent Settlements. 

I The General Aﬀerably, * held in the Yee: 
3 1575, by their Act, appoint, That Minz. 


_ ſters be lettled in their Churches, with con- 

ſent of the Miniſters of the Province, and 
alſo of the Fl ks to whom. they. be apr 

a pointed, . 7 15 che b. ſd 3 * 
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uſes. me Not. remove 
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did, by their Act, provide, 


| 2 they exprefly* 


« * contrary ro Heaton 


pſy Acts from 


ier 
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hat none ſhould 
eck a Preſentation to Benefices, without 


Advice of the Presbytery where the Bene 
lies; and if any do to the contra 


Yo that they 
be repelled, as Ret ambittfs. © * 4 
- Theſe Ads ye find renewed by the Oe. 


neral Aſſembly, held in the Year 1648: And 


alſo agreeably to the Books of Diſcipline, 


lare, That no Man oug 
to be intruded intò any Office ws of the Church, 


the C gre- 

ation, to which they are appointed... 
ikewiſe the Chorch obtained ſeveral ol 
the Parliament, in the 
Year 1640 and 1641, with reſpect to Pa- 
ages, whereby rhey are burdened with 
2 Salvo of 11 Intereſt of the Pa- 


fies 4 hih are declared to be ſettled up pot 
| the $vjt and Calling of the Congregations, 


according to the Acts and 7 of rhis 
Church. a 
the Liberty 


And for ah better ſecuring 
of Congregations, the Genera Aſſembly ad- 
dreſſed King Charles I. to accept of Liſts of 
Preacher Fg Aicy the Preshyt erſes, where the 
yacant Churches lay, which Were to be made 
up by them, with the conſent of che Pa- 
- Auf immediately concerned; out of which 


the Kin 1 reſent perſons to be their 
Miniſters : nfl 


demand the King was 
pleaſed to 150 as appears from the as of © 
the Gener Afﬀembly eld in the Year 1642. 


But ; 
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- But the Church finding all theſe Provi- 
* and pe- 5. e 
the Grievance, they at got Patrona- 
ges totally aboliſhed by the Parliament in 
the Lear 1649. And in their Act 2 
| thereto, che — does exprefly aſſert, 
4 That Parronage is an Evil, and a Bondage, 
under which both Miniſters and Pe 

4 had groaned; and chat it is 4 Popiſh 
4 Cuſtom, brought in upon the Churef in 
4 times of Ignorance a d Superſtirion.”” Pl 
But Patronages being again reſtored, in 
the Year 1661, the Church taboured under 
the Grievance to the Year 1690, when they 
were again aboliſhed by Act of Parliament, 
and the Power of calling Miniſters was re- 
ſtored to che reſpective Congregations, And 
that the Church might always remain free 
from this Yoke, 5 ot this Privilege un- 
alterably ſecured: to 2 (as they judged) 
by the Treaty of Union, in the Lear 170% 
Which was ratified by the Parliaments of 
both Kingdoms. 5 
After wards, ſome. who "kad got into the 
management of. publick Affairs, being dif- 
atisfied with, and ' incenſed againſt... the 
Church of Scitland's s Zeal fot the Proceſtans 
gucceſſion, in the illuſtrious Houſe of Ha 
nover, moved againſt her in the ritiſß ar. 
Hament, and got Faroe & reſtored. in the 
Feat 1712: Of this the Church did LE 


es complain, as an In&ingemens and Vio- 
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lation of the Treaty of Uen, till they 
| got that mollifying Act paſſed in the Year 


17 19, declaring Preſentations of no Force, 
if they were not accepted by the Perſons 
whom the Patrons preſented; which Adtren« 


der d the Church ſomewhat: eaſy for ſeveral 


Vears after. But now that friendly Act being 
miſimproved and abuſed, contrary to Expec- 
tation, the Voke is become as grievous to the 
Church as ever, which obliges her eg 0 


a phy to che e o4s for Reliefs 


Reafe ſons 1 . PIs Bhat 22 f 4 
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— T H 1E Power of Patrons, G7 nominate 


| Paſtors to vacant Con regations, is 


not 8 by the Word of God, nor at 
at agreeable to the Practice of the Apoſtoli- 


cal Times, and the pureſt Ages of the 
Church. Nay, it is evident from God's 


Word, that no Perſon, but the Church her- 
ſelf has the power of nominating and 


electing her Officers, and of aſſigning hems 
their particular Stations in the Ct Meß 5 


FARE 


OP Aae l. 1. 1 2. viii. 14: nl. 3. A. 23. ki. 9. 
And 


* Ichn iv. 1. 2 John 10. 


"againſt PATRONAGES, 9 


And tho we read of David, Solomon, Ex- 
ra, and Nehemiah endowing, building, and 
es the Temple of FJeruſalem; and 
of the C <enturion that built the Jeus a Syna- 
gogue: Yer never any of theſe claimed 
a Power to themſelves (far leſs to their Heirs 
and Aſſigns) to nominate and preſent the 
Prieſts or Teachers, that ſhould officiate in 
thoſe Places; and much leſs ſnould any mo- 
dern Patron claim this Privilege, that has 
no ſuch plauſible Ground to plead for it. 

And as Patronage hath no Countenitties: 
from the Scriptures, or Practice of the pri- 
mitive Church, ſo it remained altogether 
unknown in the Church, till latter Ages, 

vhen true Religion and Chriſtianity 
to decline; and it came gradually into the 

Church, with other popiſh Corruptions and 
Abuſes. C 'yprian, Athanaſius, the Apoſtolical 
Conſtitutions, with many ancient Councils 
and Fathers, declare in the plaineſt Terms 
for the free Liberty and Power of the Church, 
to chooſe her own Paſtors, without any 
extrinſic - Influence whatſoever. And our 
Scoteb Reformers plainly aſſert, in the ſe- 

cond Book of Diſcipline, - that Patronages 
have flowed from the Pope and Corruption 
of the Canon Law, and that they have no 
 grovind'in the Word of God, but are con- 

| W to ru 1 and 8 to the ea off E- 


185 


3 lection, 
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þ vin allowed. in the A ſolical and pri- 
es Church. | 
Nay, the Pop pin Cr 1 Canoniity 

to be ſo fenble of this, that they ſpeak 


very einer in Joſtiieazjon of i i Or 
The provincial Council at Mentz, in 


mam, in the Vear 1549, acknowledges th 


4 and Oppreſſion, which attend t te 5 
wer of Patronages; Yea the Council of 
182 is forced to awn the great Prejudice 
the Church ſuſtains. by che Rights of Pa- 
ans, as is evident from their Degrees in the 
Years, 1551 and 1563. And the Canoniſts 
\clyes, ſuch as Lanbertinus, Panormita- 
nus, Piſtorius and others, acknowledge, that 


Fatron is a tc * n tn RIO 
Gur 1 oh 


Reaſon II. Ie] is hights diſagrecable both to 
IE and Reaſon, as well as to the Intereſt 
and Safety of the Church, that the Power 
of chere her Paſtors ſhould at any time be 
lodged in the hands of her Enemies, as the 
Right of Patronage frequently is: And that 


this Power, which is a Spiritual and Eccle- 


Gaſtical Privilege, ſhould be bought and ſold 


with Money, like ocher Civil Rights and In- 
heritances. Seeing it is moſt abſurd, that 


Hereticks and profane Men ſhould have ihe 
greateſt Power in chooſing the Paſtors of the 


4 Chriſtian Church; which * _ 1 : 


> 
$ je | 


ſidered as a' Common ad 
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if they have Money enough to purchaſe the 


— Reafen III. The power of Pattons to im- 
poſe Minifters upon Congregations, is an 

ncroachment upon the Liberties of Man- 
kind, the Privileges of a free-born People, 


and the Laws of Society. It would be ac. 


counted a grievous Invafton of our natural 


Rights and civil Privileges for us to be denied 


the Liberty of chooſing Phyſicians for our 


Bodies, or Lawyers for our Eftates, and to 
have thofe impoſed upon us whom we either 


know nor, or incline not to truft. And why 
ſhould it not be reckoned a more grievous 
Ufarparion for us to be impoſed upon, with 
reſpe& to our immortal Souls, the Intereft 


aid Welfare of which ought to be dearer to 


us, than all we have in the World? Beſides, 


are not particular Churches or Congregations 
of Chriſtians, to be regarded as free Societies, 


voluntarily joined together, for the Purpoſes | 
of Divine Worſhip and Spiritual Edifica- 


tion? Why then fhould they nor have the 


Privilege of other free Societies, as Repub- 


licks, Cities and Corporations, to choofe their 


own Officers? So that to have Paſtors int- 
poſed upon the Church, withour her Con- 


ent, is an Incroachment upon rhe natural 
Rights and Freedom of the Church, con- 


Em; Re- 
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Remarkable to this purpoſe are the Words 
of the General Aſſembly, held in the Vear 
1715, in their Memorial to the Secretary of 
State, which was to be laid before the King. 
« Ir appears equitable (fay hey) in itſelf, and 
6. agreeable to the Liberty of Chriſtians and 
4 free People, to have intereſt in the 
Choice of thoſe with whom they intruſt 
.the Care of their Souls; It is a Hardſhip 
ce to be impoſed upon in ſo tender a point, 
and that by Patrons, who frequently have 
no Property nor Reſidence i in the Pariſhes.” 
And it may be added, by Patrons who have 
no real Concern for the good of the Pariſhes, 
and who have no higher End than to pro- 
mote their own ſecular Intereſt, or to pro- 
vide Bread. for a Friend. 
M.,ay it not then be accounted a Hardſhip 
to bring a Nation or People under this Spi- 
ritual Vaſſalage, who have ſo long main- 
tained their Freedom? And might it not be 
humbly expected from ſuch a generous Na- 
tion as is that of the Engliſh, who have 
ſuch a Value for Liberty, that they will not 
be fond of bringing their Neighbours under 
ſuch a Yoke of Bondage? The exorbitant 
Power of Superiors and Chieftains in. Scot- 
land over Mens Bodies and Goods, hath been 
loudly. complained of, and Endeavours uſed 
to retrench it; but it is yet worſe to allow 

them to extend their Superiority over the 5 
| Feoples Souls, and to; ſuffer them to domi- 
— my: 
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neer over them in their ſpiritual Concerns, 

And with great Thankfulneſs to the Beide 
Parliament, we acknowledge their Good 
N neſs in this Matter, in an Act made in the 
beginning of the Reign of King George J. 
before the Rebellion in Scotland: And fince 
they were pleaſed to do ſo with regard to 
our Bodies and Eſtates, we cannot but hope 
they will expreſs their regard to our Souls 

that are of vaſtly greater Conſequence to us. 


8 * IV. Experience ſhews, that the 
| 3 of Patronages is not attended 
with a Blefling from God; for thoſe Churches 
where Patronages are allowed, are not ob- 
ſerved to flouriſh ſo much in Piery, Order, 
and Diſcipline, as thoſe where the Divine 
Inſtitution of the Church's electing her 
own Paſtors takes place. And it is no 
wonder that it is ſo, when it is conſidered 
what a direct tendency Patronages have to 
obſtruct the Work of the Goſpel, by im- 
poſing Paſtors upon Congregations which do 
not approve of them; for by. this Means 
| theſe Paſtors are greatly hinder'd from do- 
ing the proper Paſtoral Work in theſe Con- 
gregations, in regard that they have not 
Acceſs, to inſtruct and edify the Souls of the 
People oyer whom they are placed. For 
many of the People entertain Prejudices a- 
gainſt ſuch Perſons, as thruſting themſelves 
into the N Office for a Piece of Bread, 


and 
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14 7h Plea of SCOTLAND 
and impoſing themſelves on the Parifh with 
our their conſent, and upon that account re- 

fuſe to attend their Miniſtry. Or if the 

People are brought at length to do it, it is 
commonly with fuch inward Grudges againſt 
thoſe Paſtors, as greatly hinder their Edifi- 
cation. Likewiſe this violent boy 4s, of 
Mmiſters upon Congregations, frequently 
produces moſt unhappy Divifions and Ani- 

moſities among Perſons of all Ranks, and 

ſometimes Riots and Tumults, to the great 
Diſturbance of the Peace both in Church 
and State. And alfo hereby Multitudes are 

| Pfovoked to defert their Pariſh Churches, 
and to live without the ſtatec Means of 
Grace, which is the ready Way to increafe 

both Ignorance and Immorality of all ſorts 

ir the Land, and likewiſe to promote Jaco- . 
bitiſm and Popery; ſeeing the People, du- 
ring their unſettled Condition, will be expo- 

fed; as a Prey to every deluding Teacher. 
They who are acquainted with the Hiſto- 
ry of the Church of Scotland, may know 
ſomething of the ſcandafous Abufes of Pa- 
tronages there, by Simomacal Contracts or 

te Bargains, which have been frequently 
made between the Patrons and the Miniſters, 
to be preſented to ſpiritual Offices in the 

Church; and the Eeaſes which the Patrons 

have often obliged the Miniſters to give. 
to them of the Tithes' of their Pariſh, in 
confiderãtion of a poor Maintenance allowed 


£ 


"againſt PATAON AG E 6. 15 
to the Miniſters themſclyes and their. Fas 


milies. Such Abuſes as theſe have obtained 


in the Church, to the great ſcandal of Reli- 
ion and manifeſt decay of Piety and Learn- 
ing. And hereby the Church was filled with 
many, unqualified Perſons for the Miniſtry, 
which was made one principal Cauſe of 
thoſe Complaints, which broughr on the Ci- 


vil War in Scotland, after the Year 16383 


as appears from the Acts of the General 


Aſſembly, and from Papers of State Py 


Hh from 2639 to Vea 


7 


Reaſon v. Patronage is a 8 -cecing 


| Grievanee: to Men of tender Conſciences, and 


thoſe who put a due Value upon their im- 


mortal Bone. and deſire to be placed under 


the Inſpection of * I ſpiritual Guides, 
To ſuch the Choice of a Miniſter, appears 


to be a matter of great Importance. Now 


it ſeems hard to require Societies or Con- 
gregations of ſuch Perſons, to intruſt the 
eternal Concerns, Edification and Comfort of 
their precious Souls, to the Care of Patrons; 


many whereof- are ſometimes indifferent 


about the Concerns of their own Souls, being 


either negligent, erroneous, or profane; and 
ſo cannot be expected to, be duly careful in 


. a proper Paſtors to take care of the 


ethers. Now, is it any wondet 


. or ſerious Chriſtians cannot be eaſy and 


WEEK in. has S when! they. well 


( In, | 
* W cate S + know, 
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| beer, that Patrons cannot ſecure them 4. 


gainſt the bad Conſequences of a wrong 


Choice, nor be 9 W. their Souls at 
he Bropk Day? e 


Reaſon VI. Pact” in x Sein, bas nöt - 


| ſuch a Claim to the Right of preſenting to 


Churches, as Patrons have in other Coun-. 


tries; ſeeing in Scotland they cannot pretend 
to the Foundation of Nee e * 
the Canon Law, to wit, 


Patronum faciunt, Dos, Ad. ficatio, F Wes ; 


That is, He who gives the Ground, or 


4 builds and endows a Church, hath a 


* Right to preſent to that Gift or Bene- 
fice“ Now the Pariſh Churches of Scot- 


land are not built by the Patrons, nor are 
they endowed out of any private Eſtate, 75 
nor even from the Rents of the Crown; for 
the Crown cannot alienate the Rents belong- 


ing thereto, for endowing of Churches, with- 
out conſent of Parliament. But Miniſters, 
by the Laws of Scotland, have their Sti- 


pends or Salaries out of the Tithes of the 


Pariſh, which are payable by all the Heri- 


tors in it. And for the building of Churches; 


and Manſes or Houſes for Miniſters, with 


the Ground upon which they ſtand, and the 


Glebe-lands : Theſe are Burdens, which, 
by Law, equally affect all the Heritors of 

the Pariſh. The Patron beſtows none of 
| theſe 5 ſo that all the . 15 hath in Scot. 


land 


/ , 


* 


Sang to che Patronage, is from Poſſeſſion an 


; and his C 


0 8 


5 Man N of them at his EMO bn 


Froteſtant Succeffion, ſhould be allowed Te 


liberty to kes 


K may be ſaid, that the di ating. Ci 
greg ations in 9, Hand, do not enjoy legal 
joy daß 


Ae, pA. ROA TIP 17 


Cuſtom of preſenting; for by an 1750 of = 
Scotch Partiament,' in the Year 15 

Tithes are declared to be the ae I 
he Church. Now," if theſe belong: to 


ch, jure ot bet ſet a 
Þ the Laws of theLand, it may be 5 
ion, how far-it is fol for any pri vate 


4 2 
1 2 
. 


And, den * 125 5 0 55 
firm: Friends to the Civil Government ar 


Freedom in chocſing their Paſtors, than Dif- 
fenting;Congregations in Scotland, who , are 
Enemies to Epreſent ha py Efzblil ment 
and yet we ſee theſe have Liberty to crea 
their Paſtors; Without an y Patron to N 
upon chem, which the others have not. 1 
is reaſonable enbugli to think, at the, Civi 
Government 11 atleaſt, give as "much 
vtiful and foy al Subjects, as it 
o are Aliens and Enemies to Its 


2 


dots to thoſe i 


2 as tho of the eftaþli 


. a 10 "this it "may, be re lied, ch that © 16 


regations O not receie 


0 Bene ces from the Patron as s, but from 
& Tick * whith are pals by the Patiſhio» 


ners S; 
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ners. Beſides, there are many of thoſe 
Congregations, which woyld chooſe rather 
to contribute Stipends or Salaries to Presby- 
terian Miniſters, than to have them vio- 
lently impoſed upon them by Patrons: But 
neither the Civil nor Eccleſiaſtical Laws ory 
allowance for their ſo doing, | 
It may alſo be aſk'd, how can els be 
eſteemed ſuch loyal Subjects, ho oppoſe 
and remonſtrate ſo much 8 . the Law 
which eſtabliſhes Patronages? To which it 
may be anſwer d, That the Church of Scot- 
land, which makes theſe Remonſtrances, 
conſiſts of ſuch as are as loyal Subjects, and 
ſtedfaſt Friends to King George II. and che 
Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Royal Family, as 
any in Britain, and have given many unde- 
niable Evidences . hereof. And it is not in 
the leaſt any Inclination to Diſloyalty, but 
meerly Conſciouſneſs of their Duty to God, 
that puts them upon making — 5 Remon- 
ſtrances. They look upon the extending 
the Patronage Laws, to be a hindrance to 
the coming and adyancement of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, which they are bound to pray 
for, and to uſe all lawful Endeavours to 
1 e The Principles « of the Church. of 
Scotland, with reſpect to Patronages, are 
well known ; and if there be any of her 
Members, who fall off from . Princi- 
' ples, to favour Patronages and violent Set- 
dements of Miaiſters, i it TRY. be queſtioned,; 


„ 


EX 1 5 whether 


7 } 
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whether cheſe prove altogether ſo ſtedfaſt 
in their Loyalty and Zeal for the Proteſtant 


Succeſſion as the others. It was a Saying 


of Con ſtant ius, That 5 whoſe are not true 


10 their God, vill never 8 true to their 
King. $A. | 


The gy 404 Affection he 89 Church vr 
Scotland to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, was 


well known to his preſent Majeſty and his ; 
Royal Father, in the time of Queen Anne's 
Reign. AScotch Gentleman upon his Travels 
went to pay a viſit at Hanover; and the 


zealous Behaviour and Sufferings of the 


Church of Scotland, ſor their Zeal to the 


Proteſtant Succeffion, came into converſa- 
tion, and his late Majeſty expreſſed a great 
Concern for their Sufferings at that time: 
And particularly his late Majeſty had been 
informed at Hanover, that an Act had been 


made by a Synod of the Chureh of Scotland. 
fer Prayer and Faſting; wherein there was 


a ſerious and fervent Exhortation to pray, that 
God might be pleaſed to diſappoint the wick-' 
ed Deſigns of tf e Papiſts, and of all the Ene- 


mies of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. The re 


cobites were ſo enraged at this Act, and their 


Expectations being great at that time from 
the Conduct of Queen Anne's Miniſtty, that 
they had the impudence to burn this Aer 
at ſeveral Market-Troſſes. Ren 


The Zeal and hearty AﬀeQion of Alle; 
Church of Scotland to the Proteſtant Sue- 
\ C 2 | _ cefſion 


F 
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ceſhon, is unqueſtionable; and ſhe man 
feſted the ſame in the moſt bande times, 
in many Inſtances, particulatly by that fa-- 
mous Paper, The Seaſonable Warning of \ the. 
. of. the General Aſſembly, againſt 
the Devices of a 852 and Facobitiſh Party 5. 
which they publiſhed: in a very exitical Sea- 
B52 about one Vear only before Queen Anne's 
Death h: hic | 9 Warning i is nend 
treat Ge 3 75 | 


* : 
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e vit. The extending af; PR 70 0, 
atrons, to the ohtruding of. Miniſters- 
a Congregations contrary to their Incli- 
nations, is highly prejudicial to the Civil 
Government and Proteſtant Sugceſſion to the 
Crown. It is well known, that the Pres- 
byterian Miniſters i in x Scotland, have been al- 
ways ſteady and zealous Friends to the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion ; and that their. Intereſt 
and Influence with the People has been a 
87946 Security to that Succeſſion there. But 
f, by the power of Patrons, Congregations 
bal be Kuled againſt their Inclinations; the 
mufual Love, and Confidence,. which once 
be 2's ned, be tWeen the Miniſters and People 
land, will ſoon be deſtroyed, Mini- 
ters, who ſometime. Wers dhe Harlings of; 
the People, will become the Objects 'of nk 
Averſion and Conterppr... "Lhe \Peoples will 
neither value their Perſoos, nor. regard their 
Pcs And * — 1 71 


AT En 


do any ſervice to the Proteſtant Suecxſſion, 
if ir woas exposed to danger. Ai e 


| eue effectually ly 
0 2 * Maj 
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the People, and be rendered 8 2? I 


It is hoped this: Argument will not be de- 
ſpiſed by thoſe: Who are hearty Friends and 


Wellwithers to ur preſent; — Eſtabliſb- 


ment by the r eee prog * 


Nan n 1213 | ws 
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"Reaſon IX. The Mem ders a the Cha 
of - Scotland thought chemſeſdes ſtton gly, 
yea unraltetably; ſecured: againſt the Burden 
of. Patronages, 2» by the Laws made for the 
Union of the Kingdoms, and by the Oath 
therein ofdaingd to be taken by all ſucceed- 
ing Sovereign) at their Acgeſſion to the 


| Crown, to maintain the reſerved Rights and 


Ptivileges, of the Chord of Scotland; 


| Shieh Lomichnd-Queb ——— by che 
Parliament of both Kingdoms. | 


* wb 


In the Act paſſed in the b dee | 
the 10th of  Fanuary 1707, Which was ra- 
tified, by, the Eugliſſß Parliament upon the 
7th of March enſuing, we have theſe ſtrong 


Expreſſions. . And it being reaſonable and 


4 — that the trua Proteſtant Reli- 


* gion, as preſently profeſſed within this 
Kingdom, with the Worſhip, Diſcipline, 


* and Government 4 this Church, ſhould 

unalterably ſecured; 

ſy, — Advice and 
Conſent 


. 
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Conſent of the ſuldi Eſtates o Parliament, Y 
66 clog hereby eſtabliſh and confirm the aid 
< true Proteſtant Religion, and the Worſhi ps 
<« Diſcipline, and Government of this 
e- Church, to continue without any Altera- 
5 tion to the People of this Land in all fuc- 

< .ceeding Generations: And more eſpecially, 
4 her Majeſty, with the Advice and Conſent 
<« aforeſaid, ratifies, approves, and for ever 
15 confirms the 5th Act of the firſt Parlia- 
ment of King William and Queen Mary, 
t intituled, An Act ratifying-the Confeſſion of © 
e Faith, and fetthing N Church Go. 
e ernment; with che hail other Acts of 
Parliament relative thereto, in proſecu- 
tc tion of the Declaration of the Eſtates of 
te the Kingdom, containing the Claim of 
« Right, beating Date April the 11th 1689. 

:Afterwards, we have theſe Words, And 
<« it; is hereby ſtatuted and ordained, That 
r this Act of Parliament with the Eſtabliſh- ! 
ment therein contained, ſhall'be held and 
« . obſerved' in all time coming, as a funda- 
mental and eſſential Condition of any 
e Treaty or Union:to be concluded betwixt 
< the two Kingdoms, without any Altera- 
« tion thereof, or penn thereto-1 in _—_ 
* ſart for e 5 „„ 

1 2d e073; ERIC. 
[Likewiſe FA a Mis AQ; * ſvoceeding 65 
n ſwear the alpen 1 15 6 aa 
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4 againſt? P A NON Fo: Ps. 23 
I A. B. do faichfully: promiſe,” that I 


00 „ ſhall inviolably maintain addy preſerve; the 5 


5 Settlement of the true Proteſtant Re 
with the Government, Worſhip, E 


16 Pline, Rights and arenen of the Church 3 


3 
4 N 


Af en in p ſecuti 
'« Of, Right, and 2 by an Act 
« tituled, An Add for ſecuring ibe Protelant 


<< Religion; and Preabyterian Church Govern- 


« nent; and by the Acts paſt in the Parlia- 


ments of both eee of the 
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From all which i it is: 5 5 chinrys that wh 
a mutual Stipulation and Reſtipulation of 
the two Parliaments, it is ordained; That 


the Diſcipline and Government of the 


Churcli of Scotland, with all her Righe 
and Privileges, ſhould continue without an 
Alteration to all ſucceeding Generations, and 


that this Eſtabliſhment ibould: be held as a 


fundamental and eſſential Condition of the 
Union of the two Kingdoms, end that eve- 


ry ſucceeding: Sovereign ſhould- ſwear to 
1 this Eſtabliſnment invidlably: 


Which Conſideration greatly encourages 


the Church of Scotland to addreſs his moſt 
Sing wo II. for Relief "© 
| Ouch, his Majeſty 3 is eoguged ro preleriotver 


2 Majeſty: 4 


wk. 1 Cam | 
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18 certainly one. Alſo the Word. Dj 
2 includes ſo much; for in tlie Church 


is ratiſied wirh it, 


podeſiion (oficbaſe Righe dodiPrivi- 


; ſecured; to her hy the Lawis of tlie 
Union ; of which Freedom from Patronages 


ſcipline 


of 
Scotland s Books. of Diſcipling, he ſetcling 


of. Paſtors: by Election and Canſtnt of the 
_Congregation,, is expreſly called 1 e of 
the Church's Policy or Diſcipline. [2 
. may be ſaid chat Patronage wat. not * 
boliſhed by the: Sth Act of: Parliament 1690. 
Which is wemtioned in the Union Act. But 
tho that 5th Act did not .abolich:the Right 
of Patronage, yet it expreſly excepted the 


fame from Approbation, and reſerved it to 
be after ward conſideredi And purſuant to 


this Reſtæ vation, the Parliament, by their 
23dA&3n the) ſame Year 1690, Aid aboliſh - 
che Patron's::Power) df Preſentation to 

Churches, and give it tõ Heritors and Elders, 
And: this eren paſſed in puzlaboe of 'the 


Claim of Right, which had: declared the 


Eſiablichment of Prelacy in Scbrlaid to be 
4 Grievance, and this 23d At has à plain 
Relation to the- uy and :confequencly 
the Union 425! for not 
only che th Act, bas all Acts relating to it 


in-favour of the Church are-expreſly ratic 
bed by the Laws of the Union, - togerher 
with all her Rights and Privileges: - ide: 


r r 
ere fs Yb boulloved? 
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as certainly it 'ought to be in a moſt ſolemn 
Treaty between two Nations; and eſpeci- 
ally touching a point that was to be held to 
be a fundamental Condition of that Treaty, 
wherein the Intereſt of a national Church 
was nearly concerned, and a Church that 
had nothing to depend upon for her Security, 
under God, but the Faith of this ſolemn 
Treaty, and the Juſtice of Parliament, a- 
cording to the Treaty, in which the Scotch 
Nation was to have fo ſmall a Number of 
Members: We ay, if ajuſt and natural In- 
terpretation of "the La of the Union be 
granted, it muſt be owned, that the Church 
of Scotland is ſtrongly ſecured againſt the 
reſtoring of Patronages, and that it cannot 
be done without breaking in upon the Treaty 
_ of Union. This is the unanimous Opinion 
of ſeveral General Aſſemblies of the Church 
of Scotland;-as of the Aſſembly held in the 
Year 17 12, which approved of: the Com- 
miſſion's Addreſs, wherein we have theſe 
words, We conceive the reſtoring of Pa- 
e tronages is contrary to our Church- Con- 
A ſtitution, ſo well ſecured by the Treaty 
« of Union, and ſolemnly ratified by the 
Acts of Parliament of both Kingdoms.” 
Alſo the General Aſſembly. held in the Year 
1715, is of the ſame mind; for in their 
Memorial to the Secretary, they have theſe 
Words, © By the Act reſtoring the power | 

of Preſentation to Patrons, the legally 
7 1 A W of this Church 
2 ; 12 * was 


« 3 F in a very ee Point,” 
But for clearing this matter farther, there 
are ſeveral things here which ought, to be 
remembred. I” 
1. When the Act for —— the 
| Church of :Scotlend was framing at the con- 
cluſion of the Union, ſeveral Miniſters and 
Members of the ſaid Church expreſſed their 
concern and jealouſy; becauſe, tho the 
Act in her favour was conceived in Terms 
ſtrong enough, yet upon commencing of the 
Union, ſhe would be ſubjected to the Britiſh 
Parliament, of which the far greater Num- 
ber of Members would differ from her in 
point of Church Government and Diſcipline, 
and particularly in the Method of electing 
and ſettling Paſtors. But in Anſwer thereto, 
we were told, that according to this Treaty, 
the Church of Scotland's Rights were to be 
ratified by the Exgliſb Parliament as well as 
our own, and ſo we ſhould have the Faith 
of the Engliſb Nation to depend upon; and 
that their Faith in keeping of Treaties with 
other Nations was never known to fail; and 
we might as ſafely depend upon it, as upon 
our own Parliament. By. which. plauſible 
words, all ourUneaſineſles ; and Difliefaions 
were quieted at that time. 

Now we can ſcarcely. allow 3 to 
think, that the Engly/b Nation will, after 
mature deliberation, give the Scorch N ation 
el to complain, chat, when they intire- 

vated, * neighbouring Nation, — 

90 e their 
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their Faith in the moſt ſolemn manner for 
the protection of their Privileges, and did 
thereupon throw themſelves into their Arms, 
they haye found themſelves diſappo ointed. 
A2 qah, The Body of the Engh/b Nation 
was never blamed for the Infringement com- 
plained of, but only a Party, ſome of which 
were our own Country- men, who at that 
time, to wit, in the Year 1712, got the Ma- 
nagement into their hands, and had no more 
g00d-will to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as 
| ſecured by the eg of Union, than to the 
Church of Scotland, and were carrying on 
Deſigns againſt the one, as well as the other; 
as Ring George I. doth plainly ſuggeſt in his 
firſt - 'Sp h to the Parliament which met 
after is Acceſſion. | 

3dly, neter Infringement 3 is made up 
on 55 Trea 0 Cl Union, with reſpect to t 
Securities o Church of Scotland, hath 
a tendency to weaken the Security of. the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, which hath no other 
Eſtabliſnment in Scotland, but by the Treaty 
of Union ; for the Securities of both the one 
and the other 3 cloſely link d together 
by that Treaty, whatever is prejudicial to 
the one, muſt needs be hurtful to the other, 

4thly, There are many who well remem- 
. ber, that it was the zealous and hearty Ap- 
pearance of the Church of Scotland far the 
Hanover: Succeſſion, toward the End. of 

en Ames Reign, that expoſed her to 

the Reſentments of thoſe then in Power, 
D 2 5 and 
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and contributed not a little to the breaking 
in-upon her legal Privileges, ſecured by the 
Treaty of Union, in order to diſtreſs. and 
ruin her. And no doubt ſuch Infringements 
were deſigned to make way for altering that 
Treaty, with reſpect to other things, par- 

ticularly the Hanover Succeſſion. But we 
deſire for ever to be thankful for the Kind- 
neſs of Divine Providence, in watching over 
it. And now when it hath fo happily taken 
place, to the joy of all true Britiſb Prote- 
ſtants, it may be hoped, that the Church of 
Scotland will not be the only Body of. loyal 


Subjects that will continue Sufferers for their 
Zeal for the aforeſaid Succeſſion; but that 
at length his Majeſty, with Conſent of his 


Parliament, will be pleaſed graciouſly to re- 


ſtore her to the Situation ſhe was in at the 


commencing of the Union, and particularly 
to the Right of chooſing her own Paſtors. 

_  5thly, His late Majeſty King George I. and 
his firſt Parliament were ſo ſenſible of the 


Injury done to the Church of Scotland, to- 


ward the End of Queen Anne's Reign, that, 


upon Application, they paſs d that favoura- 


ble Act, in the Year 1719, for the Eaſe of 
the Church, which makes the .Preſentee's 
Acceptance neceſſary to the Validity of a 


Preſentation; with which Act the Church 
ſeemed then to be ſatisfied; ſuppoſing none 


would preſume to accept of Preſentations a- 
gainſt the Inclinations of the People of the 


Pariſh, as 1 hinted before. Neither indeed 


We 5 : Were 
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were there any Perſons that did accept for 
ſome Vears after; during which time the 
Church ſeemed caſy. And had not way been 
at length made for ſuch Acceptances, the Pa- 
tronage Act had not given us ſo much Trou- 
ble, nor done ſo great Injury to the Church. 

Gthly. It ought to be remembred, That 
any Infringement made upon the Treaty of 
Union with reſpect to the Church of Scotland, 
may ſome time or other be improved as a 
Precedent for (invading . the Rights of the 
Church of England, if a Party ſhould hap- 
pen to prevail in Parliament, that was not 
1 beans to 185 Conſtirurian.. 
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Ohh. | A TRONA GES are very 
nancient in the Church. 
As. However ancient they are, we are ſure 
| — were not in the primitive times, there 
being no Foundation 5 them in the Word 
of God, nor any Footſteps of them in the 
Apoſtolic times, or the three firſt Ages of 
che Church. And farther, unleſs Truth and 
Equity can be pleaded for Patronage, as well 
as Antiquity, nothing can be concluded ae 
but that! it is an ancient Evil. 
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Oel. II. Many Patrons, in ſome C6uns 
tries, have deſerved well of the Chutc 
eſpecially thoſe who Have built and endo we. 
Churches; And how can they be deny'd the 
Power of chooſing or” preſenting thoſe who. 
mall ferve the Cure therein, when, poflibly, 
by the Tenor of their Donations, Ty have 
reſerved this Power to chemſelves, and their 
Heirs e 

Anſib. Whatever force way de in this At. 
gument as to other Churches, it hath 1 7 
as to the Church of Schtland; ſeein 
Law the Tithes are the Patrimony r the 
Church, and out of theſe the Pariſh Churches 
in Scotland are provided for, and not out of 
any Patron's Donations. Farther, theſe Re- 
ſervations of Patrons in favour of cheir Heirs, 
are pretended without any Foundation; and 
it is much doubted, whether there are any 

| Patrons in being, Who can duly vouch them. 
But beſides, granting chat theſe Reſervations 
could be made out, yet we have ground to 
except againſt the Patrons now. claiming. 
their Right of preſenting, as having long 
ſince forfeited their Titles; for the Cang- 
niſts tell us, that the Pope and ſome other. 
Biſhops; did anciently grant” the Right of 
Patronage to Patrons, and they accepted the 
ſame upon certain Conditions and d 
Clauſes, which none of them have obſerved) 
| foch'as theſe, chat they” ſhould uf mw 
the Churches, and rebuild them if 
Selen by any Accident; chat ſhould 
= pre- 
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preſerye and defend the Benefice from being 


dilapidated or miſapplied, and ſhould ſee 
that the Paſtors be provided, with a ſuffi- 
cient, Maintenance; and that they ſhould | 
not ſell the Right of Patronage to others. 
Now if all Patrons have forfeited their Rights, 
| who have failed. in i obſer ring theſe Condi- 
dene, chere will be few Claims, af Patrons 
and. i. on ee ec en e 
But as to Scotch, Patrons, | their Titles 
are founded meerly upon Cuſtom, and fre- 
quent Acts of Freſentation, and ſometimes up- 
on deglaratory Sentences before Civil Judges, 
without any pretext of Donations or Reſer- 
vations to make good their Title. And per- 
Haps, if the Claims of moſt Patrons in other 
Countries were ſtrictly examined, their Foun- 
dation would not be found very ſolid. Nay, 
the Council of Trent aſſerts, that Jus patra- 
natils plerumgue ex ufurpatione guæſitum eſt. 
The Right of Parronage is for the moſt p 
uſurped, without any juſt Title or Authority, 


Obe, WI. The Right of Parronage is a 
Right of Property, to which Patrons have 
as good a Title as to their Eſtates : And the 
Scotch Parliament was ſo ſenſible thereof, in 
the: Year 1690, When they took the Power 
of Preſentation from Patrons, and gave it 
to Hexitors and Elders, that they appointed 

fix hundred Marks, Scotch, to be paid by the 
Tariſhes, to the Patrons, for renouncing their 
1 Right, which, notwithſtanding, were never 
paid to hem. Auf, 


— 


e moſt par 
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An ſiv. It was the Patrons own Fault, that 
the Money was not paid, ſeeing the Act pro- 
vided, that there ſhould be legal Execution, 
at the Suit of the Patrons, againſt the Pa- 

Tiſhes' for it. But had there been a Clauſe 
uin the Act, declaring that if the Money 
was not paid to the Patrons, againſt a li- 
mited time, the Right of preſenting ſhould 
return to them; then no doubt the Money 
had been paid in due time. And ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable Patrons were willing to 
comply with the Act againſt Patronages, 
without having the Money paid them. 

Beſides, the fix hundred Marks were not 

the only Price, or valuable Thing 1 
by the Act paſſed in the Year: Roo! to thi 
Patrons for their Right of Preſentation ; 57 
had a far greater Allowance made chem, 
to wit, a Right to the Tithes of the Pariſh, 
with the Burden of the Miniſters Stipedids, 
or Salary, which they could not have before 
that Act, except by a Simoniacal Contract 
with the Perſon who, was, to be Miniſter of 
the Pariſh. ', And this Advantage the Patrons 
ſtill enjoy, - notwithſtanding | the Right of 
Preſentation is reſtored to them, by the Act 
{paſſed in the 10th Year of Queen Anne; fo 
that now the Patrons have got both the Pur- | 
chaſe and the Price given DER 
"Farther, Ths Patrons in Scotland had once 
1. right of Property to «the Preſentation of 
Miniſters, yet it is not eaſy to ſhew,, how 
Weit ir Rights and Claims can be legally revived 
5 — 
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Againſt the Church, after her freedom from 
Patronages was eſtabliſhed and ratified by the 


Parliaments of both Kingdoms, as an invio- 


lable and fundamental Article of the Union. 


Object. IV. Tho the Patronage· Act was 
repealed, the Church of Scotland is not una- 
 nimouſly agreed about what ſhall be put in 


its room. 


Anſ: The Church was ſatisfied white the 


* 


23d Ac of the Scotch Parliament, held in the 
Pear 1690, was given her in the room of it, 
which continued for twenty two Years: And 
if it were the pleaſure of the Legiſlature 


to put it again in the room of the Patro- 
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Object. V. When the Act of Parliament 


paſſed in the Year 1690 was, in force, there 
Was no little Diſſenſion about the calling of 
Miniſters, by reaſon of the Votes of mean 
People being made equal to the Votes of 
the greateſt Heritors in the Pariſu. 


# # A 8 


Anſ. By that Act the Power of nominating 


the Paſtors was not given to the Common 
People, but to the Heritors and Elders, who 


are the Men of the greateſt Note, Judgment, 


and Authority in the Pariſh ; and for the 
twenty two Years, that the Church enjoyed 
the Benefit of that Act, there was much Peace 
and Tranquillity both in Church and State. 


K & # 


And as for any Diviſions. which hap- 
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cording 
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+ ip to the Act aforeſaid ; they were very 


inconſiderable, in compariſon of theſe oc- 


caſioned now, by Patrons impoſing Miniſters 
-upon Pariſhes, without the Conſent of either 
Presby teries, Heritors, or People: And the 
Diviſions which happened chiefly in the lat- 


ter part of Queen Annes Reign, were oc- 
cafioned and fomented by the Enemies of 


the Church and of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 
This Method by Preſentations brings on 
moſt lamentable Diviſions and Diſturbances 
both in Church and State. It fadly obſtructs 


the work of the Goſpel, makes woful Di- 


viſions in Church ſudicatorics, breaks and 


ſcatters Congregations, ' introduces Igno- | 


rance; Error, 'and all forts of Vice: And 
particylacy, it opens a wide Door for Po- 
ery and Jacobitiſm in Scotland ; none of 
which Effects were produced b the afore- 
maid AR, or the Method of fertl ng 2 
Ef -preſcribed therein. 125 


The CONCLUSION. 
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| Wherefore ook now . Church . 


4 Scitland hath determined ro make appli- 


cation to his Majeſty and his Parliament, to 
relieve her from the Grievance of Patrons- 


ges; vrhich ſo deeply wounds her Conſtituti- 


on, and ſo much grieves the Hearts of her 


Friends, his Majeſty s faithful Subjects, of 
the moſt untainted Loyalty. Her Miniſters 
and Members 3 1 and pray, 158 
* dne 


* 


5 
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_ by her Enemies, w 
mies of the Proteſtant Succeflion ; nay, the 


againſt PATRONAGES. 371 


the time may be now come to favour this 


Church, and free her from the heavy Bur- 
den ſhe was oppreſſed with, for her zealous 
Appearances for the Proteſtant Succeſlion, 
which now, bleſſed be God, takes place in 
his Majeſty's Perſon. _ | 

And may we not humbly preſume to ad- 


ares the King, for whoſe ſake we ſuffered 


this Evil, to-be graciouſly pleaſed to relieve 
us from it; that we may {till have farther 


Reaſon to bleſs, and pray to God for him, 


with grateful Hearts; and that future Ages 


may celebrate his Majeſty, . as having been 
made an Inſtrument by God to bring abour 
ſo great a Deliverance for this Church? 


To ſome Monarchs the Subjects approach 
with Terror, even when groaning under the 


greateſt Grievances, being afraid to ſeek 
Relief: But to King George II. we humbly 
hope, we may preſent our ſubmiſſive and 
humble Requeſts for Redreſs of Grievances, 
as to our nurſing Father, and may look for 
it from his innate Juſtice and Goodneſs. _ 


What we.addrels for, is only to reſtore to 


the Church of Sede that Right and Pri- 
vilege ſhe enjoyed befote the Union, and 


which is ſecured to her by the Treaty of U- 


nion; that Right ſhe 8 80 till f Deike of 
o were alſo the Ene- 


Right and Privilege that we believe our Lord 


| Jeſus Chriſt left to his * which he | 
ä . with his own Blood. pe 
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Great Regard has been ſhew'd to the | 


Z Conſciences of all the Subjects in religious | 
matters, wherein they have differed 'from 
the Churches eſtabliched by Law. And 


may we not hope, that ſome Hegi will be 
ſhewn to the many thouſands of his Majeſty's 


loyal and dutiful Subjects, the Members of 
te Church of Scotland, eſtabliſhed by the 
fundamental Laws of Great Britain, £ ig 


ate reduced. to the greateſt Straits and Hard- 
ſhips, when they are required to ſubmit to 


Men as their Paſtors, whom they believe 


are not called to that holy and important 
Office; but are thruſt into it contrary to 
the appointment of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 


i VI 


: The Confuſion, Grief, Offence, and Diſ- 


turbance, which have been occafioged by 
Patronages in Scotland, and which now daihb 


increaſe, are moſt woful and lamentable. The 


violent Intruſion of Miniſters-ypon pariſhes, - 


with the melancholy Conſequences attending 
it, is far from being a light or indifferent 


per to many religious, ſober and loyal 
People, who prefer the Church of Chriſt, 


and the Ps yment of the Ordinances of the - 
e 


Golpel to ir chiefeſt Joy, and would lay 
down their Lives for them. 


The longer this Grievance is continued, 


the Conſequences. muſt be the more dange- 


TOuF among us, by Animoſities and Diviſions 


Which will nor Feed. Congregations of 
Tober Chriftians ap 


RO | in pieces, Nad ſcattered abroad like 
| e 


oyal Sul jects, - muſt be 


N. 
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Sheep without a Shepherd: And this is not 
all Fo rejudice done by Patronages; for the 
violent Meaſures taken in preſſing Preſenta- 
tions, have a woful tendeney to alienate the 
Affections of his Majeſty's beſt Subjects, and 
to gratify his greateſt Enemies, the Jaco- . 
bites,” who rejoice at the Diſturbance of his 
Government. They promote and preſs Pre- 
ſentations with all their might, in order to 
ruin our Church, by bringing in a corrupt 
Miniſtry among us, and to make the King's 
beſt Friends think they are hardly dealt with, 
by the Continuance of ſuch a grievous Law. : 
And how can the Miniſters of the Church of 
Scotland, who defire to be faithful to God and 
loyal to the King, be eaſy, to ſee the Peo- 
le which the Lord has committed to their 
harge, driven away from their Churches, 
made a Prey to the Deſtroyers of their Souls, 
and particularly expoſed to the Artifices of 
| Jacobires and other deluding Teachers? 
As it is our duty in this Situation to a 
ply to God in the firſt place, for Help a8 
Relief; ſo it is our Comfort, that we have a 
gracious Proteſtant King on the Throne, 
and a free Parliament to have recourſe to, 
for the Redreſs of our Grievances, and the 
Repeal of any Law that may be the Occaſion | 
of them. 


God, in FIT, Ages, has been pleaſed to 


_ exerciſe the Church f Scotland with many 


Afflictions and Trials; yet under the ſharpeſt 


apo moſt cruel Sufferings, he has not left 


her, 


* W —_—_ * ” 
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her, but raiſed up in her faithful Witneſſes, 


for the purity of the Goſpel, both in Prin- 
ciple and Practice, and has many times re- 
lieved her in deep Diſtreſſes: And bleſſed be 
God there are ſtill Thouſands in that Church, 
who love not their Lives unto the Death, in 
the ſame glorious Cauſe; and will, thro' the 
Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, ſtedfaſtly ad- 


here to it at all Events. The. Enmity of 
their Faes chiefly. proceeds from their firm - 


neſs to this moſt worthy Cauſe, and their 5 
Loyalty to his Majeſty King George. 

Our Eyes are up to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 
the Head of his Church, who has hitherto 


been our Salvation ; and our earneſt Prayer to 


him is, That be would be pleaſed to preſerve and 
bleſs, bis Majeſty and his Royal Family, with 
_ all Bleſ effings temporal, ſpiritual and Fe 


and would make them Inſtruments in his Han 


to do many great and good Things; and that be 


would. direct and guide his Majeſty and the 
Parliament in all Afairs, and particularly in 
of. ſo great Importance to the Church 


| 720 * 0 Scotland. 
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Cos the Danger of Popery. 


+ Edinburgh, < Auguſt I 95 171 3. 


- TY Fre Miniſters and Elders, met in 
L the Commiſſion of the General A. 
eembly of the Church of Scotland, taking to 
our ſerious Conſideration, the inveterate Ma- 


lice of Papiſts againſt the true Reformed Re- 


ligion, and their reſtleſs Endeavours, parti- 
cularly at this Time, to ruin the Proteſtant 


Intereſt in Britain and Treland; the great 
Multitudes of their Prieſts; and other Emi 
faries now traficking, for carrying on this 


pernicious Deſign in ſeveral Parts of _ 
Country, whereby many are already p 

ted; Their ſetting up openly im divers Places 
their idolatrous Worſhip, notwit 


of the Penal Laws which ſtand in —_ 


againſt them; and of her Majeſty's! Royal 
Proclamations, and what the Judges have 
done in their Circuits: And their behaving 
themſelves with as great Inſolence as they 
have ever ſhewed ſince our Reformation 


from . And likewiſe pe che 


3 T 
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his vag hee besen ein, gan known, and 
much regarded 1 in England, at the time of its it; 


Publication ; which 
is an undeniable Inſtance of the Church 1 0 Scotland's ardert 
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bold Attempts of other Adverſaries to our 


preſent Conſtitution, both in Church and 


State, who do openly in our chief Cities, and 
thro' the whole Country, promote the In- 
teteſts of a Pretender to the Crown, who 

has been educated i in all the Maxims of Po- 


ow Bigotry and French Tyranny. And 


wie being touched with a juſt and deep Senſe 
of tlheſe dangerous Evils, do judge it our 
Duty, from the Zeal we owe to the Glory of 


God, the Preſervation of our holy Religion, 


the Safety of her Majeſty's Government, and 
the Welfare of our Country, and in pur- 


ſuance of the Truſt committed to us by the 


laft General Aſſembly, to give this publick, 


ſolemn and ſerious Warning to all Ranks 


of Perſons, of the imminent Danger which 
doth ariſe from ſuch pernicious Practices, 
not only to our pure and holy Religion, 
but to our civil Rights and e And 
therefore we do —— obteſt all good 
Proteſtants and Lovers of their Country, 


That they look diligently to themſelves, 


that they be not deluded by the ſubtle De- 
vices: of a Popiſh and Jacobite Party, who 
ſo manifeſtly deſign- to bring us under the 

Voke of the ſaid Pretender, and thereby to 
deprive us of theſe moſt valu able Bleſſings, 
which the great and gracious God did fo 


remarkably reſtore: unto us 90 the late Slori- 4 


ous Revolution. 
To preſerve: the Members of this National 
Church from being impoſed upon by the 
cunning 


» Mrs 


eutinling: Artifices FI» Kuchen we be- | 
ſeech them to advert how deceitfully many 
of theſe, who are notoriouſly diſaffècted to 
her Majeſty's Government, do, with great 
Appearanee of Zeal, eſpouſe and promote 
che Ceremonies and Liturę y of the Church | 
of England; a Yoke which neither we, nor 
our Fathers were able to bear, and which 
this Nation would never ſubmit to, even in 
the times of Prelacy: but altho'the Jacobite : 
x Party do now ſo carneftly eontend for that 
Form of Worſhip, to impoſe upon, and in- 
gratiate themſelves with the Church of Eu. 
land, and to ſtrengthen themſelves under 
her Protection, their Zeal for the Pretender 
is ſuch, that they generally omit the Prayets . 
in that Liturgy for our Sovereign Queen 
Anne, and the illuſtrious Frineeſs Sophia, | 
upon whom the Succeſſion to the Crown is 
ſettled; which Succeſſion we cannot but 
cee ſteem to be, under God, the greateſt Se- 
„ curity, not only to the Proteſtant Intereſt 
in theſe Lands, but alſo to the Reformed 
Churches abroad; in wWhoſe Safety, we are 
confident, that all good Proteſtants will find 1 
themſelves deeply e ns in Pour of | 
1 and Intereſt. 
It's alſo very common ick char Party- 
to make a great Outery, e eſpeeially at diſtant 
Places, where the Matter is not ſo well 
known, of their having ſuffered! grievous 
Perſecution, meerly becauſe ef their being 
of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion, This is = 
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ther of their Artifices, to procure unto them · 


ſelyes the more Faygur and Countenance 
from others, whoſe Protection they abuſe, 
to proſecute their malicious Deſigns againſt 


the Revolution Sertlement > But this their 
and Noiſe is altogether groundleks ; 


and, blefled be G OP, we can appeal to the 


Conſciences of all who know our Conduct, 


That we have never ſince the late happy Re- 


volution, in the leaſt returned che deverities, 
and, unparalleled Cruelties which we met 
With, when they had the Aſcendent; and 


which we from their preſent Temper, as 
well as their former Behaviour, may reaſon- 
ably-conchude, they want nothing but Power. 
to renew againſt the Miniſtem and Members 


o this — 2 


Moreover, That they may din che juſt | 
verſion of the People of this Land to the 


1 and engage them to n Intereſt, 
Confidence. aflure th em, Thet Were he once 
advanced to the Throne, he would procure 
the Diſſolution of the Union. But we intreat 
all Perſons to conſider, That whateyer be the 


Inconveniencies, and dangerous Conſequences 


of the Union to our civil Intereſts, or the 
Grievances of this Church under it, againſt 


Which laſt, both the Commiſſion and Gene- 
ral Aſſerobly gave. ſolemn and ſeaſonable 


Teſtimony; particularly, in the Tenth At 
. ae Groacal: Aſſe yt beid 0 1712 
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fituled,: An Alt approving the Repreſentations 


to theſe Grievances from the Pre- 


fuch as ate very ſimple and credulous : yea, 


ſuppoſing there were Ground, as there is 
none, to expect that the Pretender would. 


diſſolve the Union, if he ſhould come to the 


Throne; yet that could not be at all a fuf- 


ficient Compenſation for the dreadful Train 


of the far greater Evils of 'Tyrannical-Go- 
vernment, and the Abominations of Popery, 
_ which we could not but meet with; if a 


Perſon of his Principles and Education 


ſhould be advanced to the ſupreme Authori - 


ty. Any Remedy that can be looked for from 


him would: prove ſo much worſe than our 
| Preſent Diſeaſe, that we cannot but be con- 
fident, there is none who have any juſt Con- 
cern for our Religion and civil Liberties, 
which ought. to be deareſt to us, as Prote- 
ſtants and free- born Scotch Men, will ſuffer 
themſelves to be deluded with ſuch an ab- 


ſurd and enſnaring Inſinuation. 


We find ĩt neceſſary alſo, to guard people 0 
againſt another artful Contrivance of the 
Jacobite Party: ' Thoſe of them that profeſs 


to be Proteſtants, that they may the more 


_ eaſily engage People into their Meaſures; 
a do * dechare, Be 25 they are for a 


* Pro- 
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by: the Commiſſion concerning the 
E oleration and Patronages;. yet to expect a 
tender, is a moſt groſs Deluſion, and a Bait 
which we cannot think will catch any, but 


| 
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rance advance as a ching to be 700 ed upon, 
That the Pretender hath declared; or will EE 
declare himſelf to be a Froteſtant: But this „ 
is an Artifice ſo groſs, that it can take with 3 
none who do confider, That the Pope doth 1 
diſpenſe with the faireſt: Profeſſion of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the moſt ſolemn 
Oaths to maintain it, for advancing, that 
helliſh Deſign, of extirpating the Proteſtant i 
Religion, under the opprobrious Name of the pe: . 
Northern Hereſy; and which all Fapiſts t 
their cruel and bloody Principles, are obliged 
to endeavour to the utmoſt" of their Power, 
upon Pain of Damnation; and like wiſe that 
a Prince who is a Papiſt at heart, may the 
more ſecurely and eaſily work the Ruin of 
our Religion and Liberry6p hen his Defigns' 
are covered with the Mask of a'P * 
7 Such therefore, as are re. impoſed 
upon with the fond and groundleſs Expecta- 
| et of the Pretender's being a Proteſtant; 7 is 
and would thereupon intruſt him with all 
our valuable Concerns, muſt needs bewray the 
greateſt Ignorance of the Principles of Pa- 
piſts, and the many obvious Inſtances of 
their Diſſimulation; nay bring upon them- 
ſelves not only the Brand of Weakneſs and 
fooliſh Credulity, but the hainous Guilt of 
T reachery to God, frotn their inexcuſable 
running into Meafures, which. ſo manifeſtly 
| e "He qur _— TE and the 1 8 1 
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the Principles of Arbitrary Government, to 
bear Rule over us: And we do ſeriouſſy ex- 


hort all the Miniſters and Members of this 


- 


Church, to teſtify all Duty and Loyalty to 
_ our only rightful and lawful Sovereign Queen 
Anne, and a zealous Concern for the Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſion, ſettled upon the moſt ex- 

cellent Princeſs Sophia, Electoreſs and Dutch- 


eſs Dowager of Hanover, and the Heirs of 
her Body being Proteſtants: And we judge 
it proper at this Occaſion to put them in 
mind, That this illuſtrious Princeſs. is the 
Grand- daughter of King James the Sixth of 
Scotland, and Firſt of England, by his Daugh- 


ter the Lady Elizabeth Queen of Bohemia, 
for whom Cl | 
Predeceſſors did publickly pray in their 
Churches, and whoſe Huſband was deſcend- 


and her Children our worthy 
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; ae — Warning. 


ed of a Pani „which was remarkably 25 
lous for the glorions Work of Reformation, 


and who himſelf did endure great Trials of 


Affliction for his ſtedfaſt Adherence o che ; 


Proteſtant Intereſt. : 
When we therefore be, o mak 
both our preſent and future Safery under 


God, 
doth depend upon that Family's ſucceeding | 
to the Crown, and how neceſſary the Preſer · 


vation of that Succeſſion is, for the Securi- 
ty of our Religion and Liberties,” and of all 


that is dear to us as Men and Chriſtians ;' we 
cannot forbear, at ſuch a Junctute as "this, 
to excite ourſelves, and all of our Commu- 


nion, to teſtify, as bleſſed be God they have 


hitherto done, a firm and ſteady Adherance 
thereto, under whatever Diſcouragements 


may hap ppen. 'And in the. Bowels of out 


bs and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, we do ſeri- 


ouſly obreſt and beieech all Ranks of Perſons, 
to hear the Voice of God's Diſpenſations to 
us in theſe Lands, and to humble themſelves 
deeply under the many {ad Cauſes and To- 
kens of the Lord's Anger, to prepare to 
meet our God by y turning unto him with all 
their Hearts, by unfeigned Repentance and 
Reformation of Life, fleeing to the Blood 
of Sprinkling for Rec 
ing known our Requeſts to God with all 


Prayer and Supplication in the ri 
That he would continue, — cs , 


* what he has wroughe for us, diſ- 


appoint : 


Ft 


nciliation, and mak ß 


4a 


3 hy 2 b 


ag ind: remove our 5 "> "day "oe 


teach us to profit be: all his Diſpenſations 


That he would proſper and bleſs our Sove- 
reign Queen Anne, direct her Couneils, 


and proſper her Government; that he 
would preſerve and maintain, "againſt. all 


1 Oppoſers, the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 


4 


the Houſe of Hanover, and eminently bleſs 
that Illuſtrious Family; that he would give 


Wiſdom to all Ranks to underſtand the 
Times; that he would pour out a Spirit of 


| Love, of Power, and of, a ſound Mind, up- 
on Miniſters, that with one Heart and Mouth 


they may ſtrive together, in Defence of the 


Doctrine, Worſhip, and Government of this 
Church, as now ſettled; that he would bleſs 
them with Meekneſs, Wiſdom, and Zeal, to 
avoid all Diviſions that bring a Scandal upon 
Religion, endanger our Conſtitution, and e 
| Poſe us to the Scorn of our Enemies, and 


give them Advantage oyer us: That the 


Lord would give to all of us, to reflect 
ſeriouſly on the many Troubles which have 


afflicted our Zion, and to ſhun carefully all 


thoſe Sins which procured them ; That he 


would keep up in our lively Remembrance, 


the great Danger out Religion and Liberties 


Were in, when in his infinite Goodneſs he 


5 . d Nations N the late Re 955 


. vo- a 


; * 


R 
* 2 A 
'% 7 8 


—— 7 
— ——_ —S 
e . . e c ˙ 
5 * 2 — — . 2 ä * 
» * * = - 2 : — 2 * - 4 
. 
7 ; 
. 
* 4 0 
- a 
* 
„ 
13 


9 0 ———— ———äÜ— — — 2 ˖ *¾̃ — 
— — ny —— _ 4 a y - 1 N 
4 * + > 


itte, K an. never to be for; porn ge 
withour the higheſt Ingratitude' to God, and 
the greateſt Injuſtice to the Memory of the 


late glorious King William, which ought al- 


ways to be ſavoury to all good Proteſtants: 
That he would enable us to make a right 


| Improvement of that Goſp pelLicht and Pùri- 
> which we now enjoy, Land Work in us a 


emper of Spirit ſuitable thereto; That he 


2 $a. make ſerious Godlineſs and Chriſtian 
Charity to flouriſh amongſt us, and give Ul 


Ranks one Heart, and one Way to fear him, 
and keep his Commandments always, That 


1⁰ our gracious God would dwell in our 
Land, and that it may | be well With Boy and 


our Poſterity after u. 


2. 1 he abovewritten Warning and Wee 
tion having been read at ſundry Diets of 
- the: "Commiſſion; and fully conſidered, was 
this Day voted and Aene approved by 


them. And they appointed che ſame to be 


forthwith Printed, and Copies thereof to 


be ſent to the reſpective Presbyteries; and 


tecommend to them to take the moſt effeo- 
tual Way to publiſh the ſame to the ſeveral 
8 c Wien 5 this: Church. 
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